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(1492-1549) (82), for example, gives no indication that the author hardly
qualifies as a seventeenth-century woman writer. The works of well-known
figures such as Margaret Cavendish and Aphra Behn are competently
annotated; the work of Anne Finch, Countess of Winchilsea, however,
while cited in the introduction as evidencing feminist sentiment, is represented only by an unannotated listing in the addendum of a text entitled
The Prerogative of Love (1695). The annotation of literary works by unfamiliar women writers seems at times inconsistent, often providing plot
details but little sense of the overall nature of the work.
A minor irritation is the occasional stylistic infelicity of the preface
and introduction: we are told, for example, that "a wide net had to be
cast so that the wheat could be separated from the chaff" (vi). More significant is the emphasis in the introduction on the compilers' reaction to
the nearly fifteen hundred works they painstakingly reviewed in the
course of their labor and their no doubt understandable conclusion that
"reading these materials has not always been its own reward" (xi). Works
by Gliaker women were discovered to be repetitive, those by mystics
written "in nearly impenetrable prose," and "satirical work has also been
something of a letdown"-because of its misogyny (xi). Only occasionally,
it seems, did these works live up to the compilers' apparent expectations;
"feminist content" is treated as the sole desideratum of these works, an attitude that tends to limit the usefulness of the introduction and colors the
annotations throughout the bibliography.
Despite these problems, this bibliography will undoubtedly prove a
useful reference source and contribute to research into women's writing
in the early modern period.

Renee Pigeon
California State University, San Bernardino

Sherrin Marshall, ed., Women in Reformation and Counter-Reformation
Europe: Private and Public Worlds, Indiana University Press, 1989, 224 pp.,
ill., biblio., index, $35.00 (cloth), $10.95 (paperback).

In this small volume, Sherrin Marshall brings together an introduction and a collection of nine essays by different authors in order to
analyze European women of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation.
From Spain to the Baltic and from Hungary to the Netherlands, women's
lives, actions, and beliefs over a two-hundred-year span are revealed through
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extensive archival research. Arguing that "women were thus liberated as
well as enslaved during the age of Reformation and Counter-Reformation''
(7), the book has two unifying themes: first, the ways in which the great
religious changes limited the actions and lives of women and, second, the
relationship among religious changes, women, and the family.
This interesting group of essays, organized geographically, chronologically and topically, examines the variety of women's experience during
this crucial time. Merry E . Wiesner's essay shows that most women in
Germany experienced the Reformation as individuals without opportunity
for group action because they had no official voice within male society.
However, the strongest protests against the Reformation came from women
in convents, who were more used than were lay women to expressing
themselves. Her essay meshes nicely with those of Susan Karant-Nunn
on the marginalization of women working in Saxon silver mines and that
of Grethe Jacobsen on the limiting experiences of pastors' wives and the
lack of religious lives for single women in Nordic countries. Jacobsen's
research confirms that the only public roles for women were extensions
of their domestic capacities; however, there was a continuation of their
private world of pregnancy, childbirth, and recovery (60-63).
Two essays focus on individual women. One, by David Daniel,
concentrates on Mary of Hapsburg, Isabella Zapolya, and Elizabeth Bathory
(the Blood Countess of Cachtice)-all of whom influenced religion in
Hungary through the dynastic ambitions of their families. The other,
Milagros Ortega Costa's chapter on Spanish women in the Reformation,
studies Maria de Cazalla, Isabel Ortiz, and Luisa Carvajal, all of whom
-though deeply devout participants in the religious reform in Spainpresented at specific times in their lives very unfeminine behavior.
Marshall finds that Dutch women, whether Protestant, Catholic,
or Jewish, enjoyed more autonomy than other women as long as their
actions were in accord with familial goals, but once they threatened family policy their options were restricted. Diane Willen's piece on women
and religion in early modern England also looks at women's behavior
through the mirror of the family. For both Protestant and Catholic women,
household religion was the sphere of activity, and literacy was one of its
main tools. F. Ellen Weaver continues the discussion of literacy, erudition,
and spirituality with her strong essay on Jansenist women. Sherrill Cohen's
essay views alternative asylums for former prostitutes and unhappy wives,
poor women, and widows as part of a transition to modern social institutions
such as battered women's shelters, and programs to keep unmarried teens
in school.
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Each essay stands on its own as a scholarly work that gives us a
better view of women's experience during this crucial time. The book is
especially helpful because it includes essays that touch on geographical
areas often ignored or marginalized. Thus, it makes a valuable contribution
to both Reformation and women's scholarship.
Margery A. Ganz
Spelman College

